Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.122; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.2.
Related literature
For the synthesis and biological activity of soxazoles, see; Silva et al. (2002) ; Changtam et al. (2010) ; Patel et al. (2010) ; Barceló et al. (2007) ; Yamamoto et al. (2007) ; Mao et al. (2010) . For their structure-activity relationships, see: Andrzejak et al. (2011); Becht et al. (2006) ; Veronese et al. (1997) . For our research in this area, see: Qi et al. (2011) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) x À 1; y; z þ 1; (ii) x; y þ 1; z; (iii) x; y À 1; z.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1999 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1999) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. Isoxazoles are important compounds possessing pharmaceutical properties. Extensive investigation on the crystal structures of isoxazoles helps disclose their structure-activity relationship (Veronese et al. (1997) ; Becht et al. (2006) ; Andrzejak et al. (2011) ). In a continuation of our research (Qi et al. (2011) ), herein, we report the crystal structure of the title isoxazole derivative. The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 12 H 12 N 2 O 3 , contains two planar molecules. In the molecular structure, (I) (Fig. 1) , the dihedral angle between the isoxazole ring C7/C8/C9/N2/O1 and phenyl ring C1/C2/C3/C4/C5/C6 is 1.76 (9)° for molecule 1. The amino-group of the benzene ring is nearly into the same plane (r.m.s. deviation = 0.034 Å) as is usual for amino groups attached to aromatic rings. The COOEt group of the isoxazole ring is also in the same plane. The dihedral angle between the carboxylate and the isoxazole ring is 0.92 (13)°. For molecule 2, the dihedral angle for the isoxazole ring C19/C20/C21/N4/O4 and phenyl ring C13/C14/C15/C16/C17/C18 is 5.85 (8)°, which is slightly larger than molecule 1. The carboxylate group also has a little distortion with the larger dihedral angle between the carboxylate and the isoxazole ring being 1.58 (11)°. The two molecules interact with each other by strong N-H···N and N-H···O hydrogen bonds, which link the molecules into a layer (Fig. 2, Table 1 ). The layers then stack in parallel mode with the interlayer distance of 3.36 (7) Å.
After a reaction of 4-nitroacetophenone and diethyl oxalate in a basic solution of ethanol for 2hrs, then add acetic acid to neutralize the solution from former reaction to obtain yellow solids. The solids were collected and reacted with hydroxylamine hydrochloride in ethanol at reflux for 4 hrs to form yellow products which were then reduced with stannous chloride in ethyl acetate to yield the title compound.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions, and refined as riding on their parent atoms, with C-H distances fixed to 0.93 Å (aromatic CH), 0.97 (CH 2 ) with U iso = 1.2Ueq(C) and 0.96 Å (methyl CH 3 ) with U iso = 1.5Ueq(C). The N-H distances are fixed to 0.86 Å (U iso = 1.5Ueq(N)).
Computing details
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1999 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1999) ; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 1999);  program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication:
SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008 
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, with atom labels and 30% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms.
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Figure 2
Intermolecular N-H···N and N-H···O contacts forming a supramolecular sheet.
Ethyl 5-(4-aminophenyl)isoxazole-3-carboxylate
Crystal data Extinction correction: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) 
